
Civic Engagement: 
The Extraordinary Life of Jimmy Carter

Grades 6 - 8



Mission
We drive openness, cultivate public 
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democracy through public access to high-value 

government records.

Vision 
Cutting-edge access to extraordinary volumes of 

government information and unprecedented 
engagement to bring greater meaning to the 

American experience.

Values
Collaborate. Innovate. Learn

Supporting the National Archives

Left: Transfer of Charters of Freedom to the National 
Archives, 12/13/1952 (National Archives Identifier: 5928179)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5928179


1934: Established to preserve and care 
for records of the U.S. Government

1949: Incorporated with General 
Services Administration

1985: Made independent agency

40 facilities across the country

Å Federal Records Centers

Å Presidential Libraries

Å Office of the Federal Register

Å National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission.

National Archives History

Right: MO 1947.93.74; Wheelchair Used by Franklin Roosevelt; ca. 1941-1945; Personal Possessions of the 
Roosevelt Family, 1941 ӛ2020 (FDR Library) Far Right: An Act of June 19, 1934 ("National Archives 
Act"),PublicLaw73-432, 48 STAT 1122, to Create a National Archives of the United States Government, and for 
Other Purposes (National Archives Identifier: 299840)

https://www.archives.gov/frc/
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/the-federal-register/
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299840


Å Not mandatory, choice of outgoing 
Presidents

Å Embraced from Herbert Hoover, through 
Barack Obama (14 currently existing)

Å Construction paid for with private and non-
federal funds raised by respective presidents

Å Collections, museums overseen and maintained 
by National Archives

Å Many libraries supported in part by non-profit 
foundations

Presidential Libraries



Å Opened October 1, 1986

Å 40 million pages of 
written materials

Å 40,000 museum 
objects/artifacts

Å 500,000 photographs

Å 2,500 hours of film, 
audio and video tape

Carter Presidential Library

Right: A portion of the Carter Library archival 
collections as seen from the museum floor 
(Carter Library)
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To find the secret to an 
extraordinary life, we will 
<AK;MKK .J=KA<=FL !9JL=JӐKӆ

Å Early Life

Å Adult Life

Å Political Life

Å Post-Presidency

Right: President Jimmy Carter and First Lady 
Rosalynn Carter wave to supporters and others 
attending an Inaugural Ball, 1/20/1977 (National 
Archives Identifier: 173391)

https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173391


Early Life

Extraordinary 
Mother: Lillian Carter

Å Delivers Jimmy while 
volunteering as a nurse at 
a hospital (1st President 
born in a hospital, 1924)

Å Ignored rules of racial 
segregation

Å Joined the Peace Corps in 
India at age 68
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Right: Lillian Carter on the family farm with 
daughter Ruth, and son Jimmy, Archery, 
Georgia (Carter Library)  
Far Right: Lillian Carter celebrates her son 
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Election (Carter Library)



Early Life

Extraordinary Home

Å Home construction kit 
ordered from Sears

Å No running water;
electricity comes with 
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Electrification Act

Can you think of any 
other public amenities 

that are provided by our 
federal, state or local 

governments?

Left: Jimmy !9JL=JӐK  GQ@GG< &GE= AF J;@=JӅ
Georgia (Nationalt Park Service)

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/221.html

